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those who have mastered the science of satyagraha and ac-
quired the necessary discipline.
But, though risky in practice, it is undoubtedly sound in
principle. The end of human life being self-expression, man may
stake it when there is available no other means of seeking
redress from an intolerable moral situation. Fasting has been
for ages, and will ever remain, an effective method of conver-
sion. The ultimate strength of ahimsa lies in self-immolation
even as the ultimate strength of himsa consists in devouring the
opponent. Gandhiji's own conclusion is that 'Tasting unto
death is an integral part of satyagraha programme. . . ,"112
The satyagrahi's mainstay is his inner strength, his soul-
force. He must not, therefore, depend on external help. For ei. . .
the strength of the spirit within mostly evaporates when a
person gets and accepts support from outside. A satyagrahi
must always be on his guard against such temptations."113
Gandhiji supports the argument by referring to domestic
quarrels. If a satyagrahi wishes to remove untouchability from
his family, he will surely not invite friends to suffer with him
but ^xill bear all the penalties his father inflicts on him and rely
on the law of love and suffering to melt his heart. The satya-
grahi may invite the friends of the family to persuade the
father. But he may allow no one to share with him the privilege
and the duty of suffering.114 Gandhiji is against the satyagrahi
suing in the court or calling the police because these are exter-
nal aids meant to coerce and not to convert.
According to Gandhiji, the non-violence of the satyagrahi
must be judged by its result. The satyagrahi's ahimsa is pure
and his suffering adequate if the opponent's heart is touched
and he comes round. "I hold it to be an axiomatic truth that true
ahimsa never fails to impress itself on the opponent. If it does,
to that extent it is imperfect."115 "A non-violent action accom-
panied by non-violence in thought and word should never pro-
duce enduring violent reaction upon the opponent."116 The
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